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So he built a fort and set up his pinnaces. But
others had now found the secret harbor; for in
came three sail under Ranse, an Englishman,
who asked that he be taken into partnership,
which was done.

Then the combined forces, not much over a
hundred strong, stole out and along the coast to
the Isle of Pines, where again Drake found him-
self forestalled. From the negro crews of two
Spanish vessels he discovered that, only six weeks
earlier, the Maroons had annihilated a Spanish
force on the Isthmus and nearly taken Nombre de
Dios itself. These Maroons were the descendants
of escaped negro slaves intermarried with the most
warlike of the Indians. They were regular desper-
adoes, always, and naturally, at war with the
Spaniards, who treated them as vermin to be
killed at sight. Drake put the captured negroes
ashore to join the Maroons, with whom he
always made friends. Then with seventy-three
picked men he made his dash for Nombre de
Dios, leaving the rest under Ranse to guard the
base.

Nombre de Dios was the Atlantic terminus, as
Panama was the Pacific terminus, of the treasure
trail across the Isthmus of Darien. The Spaniards,